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Proclamation of “Classics Day”
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Proclamation of “Classics Day”

The Tale of Genji is a Japanese classic. It is also a world classic.

This novel, born a thousand years ago in the Heian capital with its “lavender hills and
crystal streams,” has exerted a profound influence not only on literature but on the arts,
craftwork and on stage works of many kinds, and has long been considered the origin of
the Japanese sense of beauty. It was translated into English during the 1920s and 30s
and, in recent years, it has been translated into over twenty other foreign languages. It
has given pleasure to readers in every part of the world and has deeply impressed them.
On this day, a thousand years ago, this work was mentioned by Murasaki Shikibu, the
author, in her diary. We, celebrating the thousandth anniversary of The Tale of Genji,
would like henceforward to call November 1 “Classics Day.”

A classic, though rooted in the climate and history of a particular country, is something
that can be widely appreciated, transcending time and place. It is a “crystallization of
the wisdom” of humanity and, by the strength of its insights into human nature and the
beauty of its expression, deepens our thought and enriches our hearts. Even now, it stirs
our souls and brings us back to the eternal questions of “What is a human being? What
is life?” This is what it means to be a classic.

It is precisely because we are in a world in constant fluctuation that we study the
classics and embrace them firmly in our hearts. With them as our support, we will share
our hearts more deeply than ever before, with the peoples of the world.

We have decided, on this thousandth anniversary of The Tale of Genji, to take a first

step in that direction.
November 1, 2008

Promoters of the Commemoration of the Thousandth Anniversary of The Tale of Genji

Committee for the Thousandth Anniversary of The Tale of Genji
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